
Off the WindOff the Wind
- S A N D R I N G H A M  Y A C H T  C L U B -

2 0 2 3  M E D I A  K I T



The official Journal of the Sandringham  
Yacht Club provides the eagerly awaited  
season review for club members.
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Sail
As I write this on a rainy August 2022 

afternoon, it appears that we are at last 
getting over, or getting to live with Covid, 

but it has been another difficult year for keelboat 
sailing at SYC. Covid has again taken its toll on 
our sailing calendar as has the weather. But sailing 
at our Club has soldiered through and all in all,  
it has been a great year with exceptional 
participation and wonderful camaraderie 
amongst our competitive teams.

Winter racing in 2021 was a bit of a disaster  
with five of the seven planned races abandoned 
through a combination of Covid restrictions and 
weather. Pegasus (Andrew Lynch) and Good 
News (Ron Walker) were the best performers, 
but unfortunately we were unable to constitute 
a series with insufficient races sailed.

The warmer months of the sailing season saw 
some serious racing. The Range Series was cut 
back to just three days and was incorporated 
into our Mercedes-Benz Brighton Saturday 
Aggregate which saw a resurgence in this 
combined club event. Last season’s introduction 
of the ORC rating system was fully adopted  
and this year we have Club Champions in ORC.

January 2022 saw the start of a new year. The 
Sydney to Hobart, Melbourne to Hobart and 
most associated Bass Strait races were held as 
normal, with a small number of SYC yachts and 
members venturing beyond Port Phillip. SYC 
had five yachts competing in the Sydney to 
Hobart race including Carrera S (Gerry Cantwell), 
Maverick (Rod Smallman), MRV (Damien King), 
Patriot (Jason Close) and White Noise (Daniel 
Edwards). It was a gruelling race and unfortunately 
Maverick, Patriot and White Noise were unable 
to finish due to various equipment failures. 

Congratulations to the crew of MRV who 
finished 18th overall in IRC and 21st in ORCi and 
to Carrera S who finished 29th overall in IRC 
and 24th in ORCi. For the Melbourne to Hobart 
race, SYC had two yachts competing, Alex 
– Team MacAdie (Jock MacAdie) and Foggy 
Dew (Robert D’Arcy). Well done to both crews 
on completing the race in challenging conditions.

The Festival of Sails was held in its usual time 
slot in late January with many SYC yachts making 
the journey across to Geelong and then in 
February, a number of SYC yachts made the  
trip to Adelaide for the Adelaide to Port Lincoln 
Race and Lincoln Race Week events. 

Congratulations to Bacardi (Brett Averay), Dream 
(the late Robert Green) and Wicked (Mike and 
Mark Welsh) for some standout results in South 
Australia.

Thursday Twilights were fantastically attended 
with 75 entries and the continuation of four 
female helm series this season and the newly 
added Youth Helm series. These added formats 

were to encourage greater participation amongst 
our female and young members. In total, 17 of 
the 19 scheduled races were completed with 
the winners being Esprit (Garry Anderson) in 
Division A and Wavelength (Alex Elliott) in 
Division B.

Sunday Sailors had 30 entries and completed 
nine of the scheduled 11 races. The overall 
winner was Debonnaire (Phil Gomez), narrowly 
finishing one point ahead of both Firefox (Kim 
Beveridge/Anthony Clyne) in second and La 
Belle Vie (Grant and Nathan Anderson) in third. 
Second and third places were decided by tiebreak.

For our Aggregate racing, we achieved all  
12 scheduled races. Entries were strong with  
11 boats entered in Division 1, 27 in Division 2 and 
13 in Division 3. Winners of our Aggregate Series 
are crowned as our Club Champions and for the 
2021-2022 Summer Series these champions are:

Division 1
AMS – Xpresso (Ari Abrahams)

ORC – Veloce (Phil Simpfendorfer)

PHS – Esprit (Garry Anderson)

Division 2
AMS –  Watermark II  

(David Suda & Herschel Landes)

ORC –  Arch de Triomphe (Alistair Murray,  
Alex Newman & James Taylor)

PHS –  Pegasus (Andrew Lynch)

Division 3
AMS & ORC – Intrusion (Luke Reinehr)

PHS –  Rhiannon (Lowa Paszko)

The Association Cup was again hosted by SYC in 
March 2022. Four clubs competed for one of the 

longest-standing trophies in Victorian sailing 
history. SYC’s team of Xpresso and Frenzy  
(Jon Evans) in AMS and Veloce and Arch de 
Triomphe in ORC sailed exceptionally well  
in some light and variable conditions. 

Eventually it was our Club’s dominance that 
brought home the prestigious trophy with a  
1st and 2nd in both the AMS and ORC divisions. 
Well done to all skippers and crew and thank 
you for representing our Club.

SYC members have also gone as far and wide  
as they were able during the season, with many 
participating in the ORCV events. Our Club has 
helped to increase numbers in many events:

• Cock of the Bay – 30 SYC entries

• Apollo Bay Race – 12 SYC entries

• King Island Race – 8 SYC entries

• Melbourne to Hobart – 2 SYC entries.

All of the above would not have been possible 
without our fantastic team of volunteers. On 
behalf of all the sailors, I would like to thank 
them for their efforts and for ensuring that all  
on the water are safe and have the best racing 
available to them. 

Race Management volunteers are so critical in 
ensuring that racing is of the highest possible 
standard. If you have ever considered giving 
back to your Club, doing it through Race 
Management is a great way to do so.

We also have the SYC Boating Office staff who 
ensure that everything runs smoothly for our 
heavy schedule of summer and winter racing. 
The office is led by James Sly and his team of 
Mitch Kerr-Read, Nick Neale and Clay Williams. 
We also have Russell (Tug) Tyson who oversees 

SYC Association Cup winning team
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Wednesday Wonders

Like all of us, the participants in the 
Mercedes-Benz Brighton Wednesday 
Wonders Series looked forward to some 

respite from Covid on Wednesday afternoons as 
the 2021 winter season approached. Unfortunately, 
this did not turn out to be the case.

Winter Series 2021
Eager skippers and their crews were greeted 
with 36 knot winds and a gale warning on the 
day of the first race, 26 May 2021, which was 
duly abandoned. Well, there is always next 
week; or so we thought. Unfortunately, the 
Government decided that it was too dangerous 
for sailors to get some fresh air on the bay, so 
we joined the June lockdown. All we could do 
was look longingly out our windows at what 
might have been, until it was lifted in time for 
Wednesday 23 June 2021. Forecast - gale warning. 
Race abandoned. Luck was not on our side.

We did get two races in before Race 8 was 
blown out, followed by another lockdown for 
two weeks. We were back on the water on 
Wednesday 4 August and completed the third 
race of the season. But the nervousness felt by 

the community generally proved to be warranted 
and the rest of the season was lost to our 
longest lockdown.

Congratulations to the winners of the three races 
we managed to get in for the whole series.

Race winners
Race 1 - Summer Wind (Martyn Sly)

Race 2 - Willarie (Graeme Kaufman)

Race 3 - Alliance  
 (Alex Hall/Simon Farthing/Paul Sullivan)

Century Class Trophy
The Secretary (George Shaw)

The Notice of Race provided for a result in the 
Century class, with two races constituting a Series.

Summer Series 2021-22
The Wednesday Wonders fleet returned to Port 
Phillip for Race 1 of the 2021-22 Summer Series 
on 10 November. The big question was what 
effect the Covid restrictions we seemed to live 
with for so long, would have on the fleet. This 
was answered emphatically right from the start. 
Despite some overcast skies, a good 20 knot 

south-westerly wind and the accompanying sea 
state that goes with such conditions, 33 skippers 
and crews could not wait to hit the course.  
It was great to be back. Better conditions 
encouraged an even larger fleet for Races 2  
and 3, as 43 yachts majestically navigated the 
SYC markers for all the drivers travelling along 
Beach Road to enjoy once again.

The summer season saw the introduction of a 
new handicapping system. Known to some as 
the SPS (Sandringham Pursuit System), it was 
applied as an alternative to the traditional time 
added to the handicaps of the place getters and 
some handicapper’s discretion for other members 
of the fleet. It is not easy to come up with a fair 
system for any yacht race. This is made even 
more difficult with the first and last yachts in the 
fleet starting over 50 minutes apart and often in 
quite different weather conditions. While most 
seemed happy with the results, as regular WW 
sailors will know, even a highly-tuned system 
like the SPS cannot keep everyone happy. 

Pleasingly however, 29 yachts placed 1st, 2nd or 
3rd on at least one occasion during the season, 
with four yachts, Panarea (Chris Ravesi), P’zazz 
(Michael Vandertop), 5 O’Clock Somewhere 
(Chris/Kate/Tony & Greg) and Club Comedie 
(Darren Eger) each recording two wins. Fleet 
numbers continued to average well into the 
thirties throughout the 21 race season, with 
three races abandoned due to unsuitable 
conditions.

As the average length of the yachts in the fleet 
continues to increase, the length of the courses 
has also increased, with some races being held 
over courses longer than 10.5 nm. The type of 
yachts sailing is changing too. There is a good 
mixture of racing yachts now being matched by 
more comfortable cruisers, all being campaigned 
just as hard. 

We have yachts from 24 to 54 feet long, some 
old enough to qualify their skippers for the 
Century Class, some that have just hit the  

Winsome 

Darren Eger winning the Jaffa Trophy Willarie

 Off the Wind  |  2022 EDITION  | 13

water for the first time and many in between. 
Eligibility for the Century Class is that the 
combined ages of the skipper and yacht must 
be at least 100 years. Like always, Wednesday 
Wonders continues to cater for them all in one 
fleet and in a safe and competitive environment.
The 2021-22 Summer Series was 5 O’Clock 
Somewhere took an early lead in the Aggregate 
wins in Races 7 and 8. But sometimes it does 
not pay to sail too well, too early. After leading 
for the first part of the season, she was slowly 
pegged back and had to settle for 3rd place. 
Bacardi took the lead mid-season and despite  
a late trip interstate, looked like hanging on 
coming into the last race. 
However a fast-finishing Stampede lived up to 
her name and came home fast, recording a 1st, 
7th and 3rd in the last three races. This was just 
enough to record a one point win in the Series, 
while the top 10 finishers all finished within 24 
points. Congratulations to the winners.
1st   Stampede (Chris Gendala)
2nd  Bacardi (Martin Power)
3rd  5 O’Clock Somewhere  
 (Chris/Kate/Tony & Greg)

Misty Blue Trophy
Arch de Triomphe 

(Alistair Murray/James Taylor/Alex Newman)

The crew’s skills and timing earning them the 
Misty Blue Trophy for the best average starting 
time.

Shebessa Shield
Stampede (Christopher Gendala)

Awarded to the highest combined place getter 
in the most recent Summer and Winter Series.

Noelle Coram Trophy
Winsome (Simon Hemingway)

Awarded to the highest combined place in the 
Summer Wednesday and Sunday Series.

Century Class Trophy
Bon Vivant (Russell Keays)

Finally, I would like to acknowledge Graham 
Furness whose passing in 2022 was sorely felt 
and to Jeffrey Woolhouse. Known to many of  
us as Windward Buoy and Mark Windward 
respectively, they have helped make Wednesday 
Wonders what it is with their weekly race reports 
and statistics which were seen on the Club 
website each week for many years. Their reports 
will be missed by us all.

Paul Mentiplay
Handicapper

Bacardi

Stampede

It’s 5 O’Clock Somewhere

Arch de Triomphe 

Club Champions 
2022

Division 2 PHS 
Pegasus

Andrew Lynch

Division 3 ORC 
Intrusion

Luke Reinehr

Division 3 PHS 
Rhiannon

Lowa Paszko 

Division 1 AMS 
Xpresso

Ari Abrahams

Division 2 IRC 
Arch de Triomphe

Alistair Murray, James Taylor  
& Alex Newman

Division 3 AMS 
Intrusion

Luke Reinehr

Division 1 ORC 
Veloce

Phil Simpfendorfer

Division 1 PHS 
Esprit

Garry Anderson

Division 2 AMS 
Watermark II

Dave Suda, Herschel Landes
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our fleet of Club boats, so a big thank you to 
Tug as well.

I would like to acknowledge the contribution  
of the Keelboat Sail Committee who meet on  
a monthly basis and continuously contribute 
to all of our enjoyment in sailing at SYC:

• Lowa Paszko – Club Handicapper and race 
documentation

• Bruce Humphries – Race Management

• Marissa McManus – Safety

• Jack Fullerton – Protests and Thursday 
Twilights

• John Neville – J24s and Thursday Twilights

• Stuart Morrison-Jack – Sunday Sailors

• Tracey Gottliebsen – Women in Sailing

• Paul Mentiplay – Wednesday Wonders

• Brandon Demura – Young Members.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank 
Mercedes-Benz Brighton and Geoff Quirk and 
his team for their ongoing support and 

sponsorship of our keelboat racing program.

The 2022 winter season is over. There has been 
some great racing in northerly winds and I hope 
that the upcoming Summer Series allows us to 
sail, socialise and compete with our fellow 
members and friends, unhindered by Covid  
and other world events.

Take care and be safe.

Rob Date
Club Captain, Sail

Foggy Dew Frenzy

SaltshakerTrue Colours

Young Ones Upbeat
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PUBLICATION
  OVERVIEW

SYC is situated on the foreshore of Port Phillip Bay. 
Offering world class sailing facilities, year round sporting 
and social events, exceptional dining rooms, 360 berth 
floating marina, boating academy, waterfront support 
services and a modern clubhouse.

SYC members and their guests enjoy a lively club 
atmosphere thanks to year round industry events, 
boating activities and sailing regattas. Members  
are affluent, progressive and aspirational.

Off the Wind delivers the latest, most relevant information 
on race results, events, membership, sailing equipment 
and general club life updates.

Published annually, Off the Wind is distributed to the  
SYC Membership and stakeholders in hard copy or 
electronically. It is also issued to SYC annual intake  
of 200 + New Members as well as being made available 
throughout the year in SYC Clubhouse. The hard copy  
is published in high quality gloss stock. The electronic 
version is available as a pdf and easily viewed or 
downloaded from syc.com.au. 

Off the Wind is reflective of the exclusivity of the Club  
and the marquee brands of our clients. 

• High-end market

• Broad cross-section of business people

• Clubhouse and its facilities are world class

• Reviews past season

• Distribution Australia wide.

Off the Wind is the official Journal of the Sandringham Yacht Club  
and provides our clients with direct and exclusive access to over  
3,000 members, associates and guests of Victoria’s premier yacht club.

Key Facts

“Sandringham Yacht Club is the premier 
yacht club in Victoria and has been in 
operation for over 100 years, offering 

excellent facilities, very active year round 
boating and social programs and in a 

wonderful location complimented  
by resources to ensure that your needs 

are met both on water and land.”
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Advertising Rate Card and Dimensions   
SIZE HEIGHT x WIDTH MEMBER &  

SPONSOR RATE NON MEMBER RATE

Quarter Page Horizontal 63 x 181 mm $500 $575

Quarter Page Vertical 131 x 89 mm $500 $575

Half Page 131 x 181 mm $900 $1035

Full Page 297 x 210 mm $1,800 $2,070

Inside Front Cover 297 x 210 mm $2,200 $2,530

Inside Back Cover 297 x 210 mm $2,200 $2,530

Outside Back Cover 297 x 210 mm $2,500 $3,000

Double Page Spread 297 x 429 mm $2,500 $3,000

*All rates include full colour. Prices shown above are exclusive of GST.

Advertising Booking and Material Deadlines
BOOKING DEADLINE ARTWORK DEADLINE DISTRIBUTION DATE

1 September 2023 11 September 2023 Mid-November 2023

*If you don’t have existing artwork, please see page 4 of the Media Kit for advert creation services from Privaro Design.

Visual Guide 

HALF PAGE
131 x 181mm

QUARTER PAGE 
VERTICAL
131 x 89mm

QUARTER PAGE 
HORIZONTAL

63 x 181mm

EIGHTH PAGE
63 x 89mm
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Artwork 
Specifications

COLOURS

• Process CMYK for full colour, greyscale or black & white  
for mono reproduction.  

• No PMS or spot colours. 

• Images requiring colour correction may not be accepted.  

• For accurate colour reproduction, all material  
must be accompanied by a digital proof.  

• No responsibility will be taken for print colour reproduction  
if a proof is not supplied.

IMAGE RESOLUTION

• All images must be 300dpi resolution at 100% scaling.

• Lower resolution images will not be accepted. 

TYPE FORMATS

• Type should be no smaller than 8pt.  

• All fonts embedded and/or outlined.  

• No ‘TrueType’ fonts will be accepted.  

• Register and Trim marks must appear on all files.

• Minimum 3mm bleed where required.

ACCEPTABLE MEDIA

• Please supply a high-resolution, print-ready PDF file with 3mm 
bleed and crop marks, ensure all fonts are outlined, any PMS 
Spot colours and RGB images are converted to CMYK.  

• Ensure file is labelled with your business name along with type 
of ad booked. eg. Businessname_halfpageAdv.pdf.  

• All adverts to be emailed to: Andrea.Seignior@syc.com.au 

• Adverts over 10Mb please use an online file sharing website  
‘Dropbox’, please contact Nick Richards (nick@privaro.com.au) 
for login details. 

Editorial, Advertising  
& Design Enquiries

EDITORIAL

Editorial can be submitted for consideration, please email:  
Andrea.Seignior@syc.com.au

Subject to editor’s discretion.   
Acceptance of an article does not guarantee publication.

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES

For all advertising enquiries please call Andrea Seignior,, 
Sandringham Yacht Club

P:  (03) 9599 0999

E:  Andrea.Seignior@syc.com.au

W:  syc.com.au

DESIGN ENQUIRIES

For all print design enquiries please contact :

Nick Richards 
Director 
Privaro Design

M:  0408 159 355 
E:  nick@privaro.com.au 
W:  privaro.com.au

DISCLAIMER

While we may verify that advertising material is within our specifications, it is the responsibility of the client/agency to supply correct material.  
It is also a requirement that the material must be delivered on time so quality checking procedures can take place.  Late and/or incorrect 
materials are liable to incur additional production charges.  

Sandringham Yacht Club reserves the right to refuse any advertising material that is in conflict of any Club stakeholder and the right to refuse 
any advertising material that does not meet our print specifications.
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