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Commodore’s Report
Can you believe that it has been 10 years since the opening of  

the Sandringham Yacht Club clubhouse? Ten years on and our 
members continue to enjoy the facilities and atmosphere that our 

Clubhouse provides. Within that time we have run many very successful 
regattas and concurrently have secured several prestigious external 
awards. The latest bestowed on SYC was the 2018 Australian Yacht Club  
of the Year, presented to us by Australian Sailing. To deliver year on year, 
the high level of quality services both on and off-water is a credit to our 
members, volunteers and staff.

We should all be very proud of being a member of this great Club.

In this edition of Off the Wind, you will read a comprehensive update  
on the marina. It is imperative that we position ourselves to be the Club 
and marina of choice by offering the best services and facilities within  
Port Phillip. This is our objective and the marina maintenance which has 
recently been completed demonstrates our ongoing commitment in  
this regard. The marina is looking great, but we have lots more important 
work to do and we are committed to doing it sooner rather than later.

For those who were unable to attend the March General Meeting, the 
members overwhelmingly supported a range of proposed membership 
changes. These exciting changes were complemented by several loyalty 
initiatives which reward our long-term Members. These were fully 
supported with great feedback, as they are set to benefit all members 
either directly, or indirectly. The changes will be phased in over the 
coming months and will be fully implemented by the start of our new 
membership year in September. Please refer to the separate articles  
within this magazine for all the exciting detail.

As we all know the secret to this Club is the ability to create a long-term 
plan that is adhered to, regularly updated and one that challenges us.  
Our Plan for the Future is readily available in the members section of the 
website, is updated annually and I encourage you to read it. We continue 
to make very good progress across the plan’s key pillars;

On-water Activities and Programs – We are receiving very good 
feedback from our membership regarding the type of events on offer. 
Similarly we are getting positive feedback about the professional way 
those events are run by our volunteers and staff.

Membership – In 2018 we conducted a full review of our membership 
offer and the members have fully supported the recommendations which 
flowed from this review. Many of the changes challenge the status quo, 
make things more affordable, remove barriers and make our Club more 
accessible than ever. In coming up with these changes we benchmarked 
ourselves against a wide range of clubs including some very successful in 
other sectors, eg. the AFL. We believe all motions which were put to the 
vote will provide a significant difference to our current members, whilst 
also providing compelling ways to attract new members. But we are not 
finished, we have only just begun and are committed to ongoing changes 
and improvements.

Community and the Environment – SYC remains committed to 
supporting both Challenge – Kids with Cancer and the Sandringham 
Hospital. This support was recently demonstrated by a great number  
of volunteers who offered their time and boats to show the kids from 
Challenge a fantastic day out on the water on a wide range of boats 
ending in a raft-up. This year will also see another 24-hour bike ride 
supporting Sandringham Hospital and with many members playing  
a part, it will be great to host the thank you event thereafter at SYC.

Marketing & Communications – With a broad demographic, 
communicating to all membership sectors is challenging, but we continue 
to push out as much information on as many different formats as we feel 
is appropriate. This magazine is one example, as is the Club’s popular app, 

our online presence, our socials and all of  
our face-to-face efforts. To ensure you stay 
continually up-to-date, one great way is by 
receiving our weekly enewsletter – please  
visit our website to subscribe.

Facilities and Asset Management –  
A big focus in recent years is our SYC Asset and Maintenance Plan (SAMP). 
It sets out our facility goals and plans for all Club assets. These are 
discussed extensively at General Committee heading into the annual 
budget phase. One small example of the important work set out in this 
document, is our objective of removing the black sludge in the harbour 
which detracts from our OTB sailors’ experience. We were successful in 
lobbying the authorities to have a feasibility study done on the quantum 
of the issue including disposal options. We are now working with them on 
this information with a view to getting the sludge removed. It is complex, 
sensitive and expensive – but it has our full attention.

Governance, Risk and Financial Management – As we have come to 
expect the Club is tracking to the financial model set out to members 
back in 2008 and annually, our budget objectives are consistently met. 
Our finances are being well led by Scott Sampson and his team.

Since the Association Cup tragedy that occurred in April 2018, combined 
with a significant change in government legislation in July 2018, our 
General Committee felt it prudent and appropriate to conduct a  
review of all SYC on-water activities. The review provided us with 17 
recommendations, many of which have now been fully implemented. 
Some of these are;

• A far more rigorous approach to risk management and general safety 
measures – in both policy and decision-making including the setting  
up of an on-water safety committee.

• Compulsory crew sign-on via the Member Point app – so now we 
should know who is onboard which boat for every race.

• More liberal use of Code Flag Y.

• The purchase of a second dummy for the man overboard drills.

• To improve our rescue capability, the purchase of a 7 metre RHIB,  
the fitting of a diver’s door on Club boat Boonoorong and making  
a defibrillator available for the Club boats.

These are a small handful of the initiatives but generally speaking, we have 
adopted a more rigorous risk management approach to the planning, 
preparation and operation of boating events.

I thank all members for your ongoing support with all the changes which 
we will need to continually make in the way we run our events. Our focus 
on safety and our on-water rescue capabilities have changed dramatically 
and, with SYC being a leading club around the bay, I believe we are taking 
the correct approach.

Although I am biased, I believe the way the staff at the Club conduct 
themselves and provide us with the high quality of service, is exceptional. 
Please accept my thanks from all members for both the time and effort 
that you continue to provide.

Finally, I mentioned earlier that the Clubhouse turns 10 in 2019. We have 
lots in store for members this year including Club events, food and 
beverage specials, some exciting partner offers tied into the 2019/20 
membership offer and of course, a big name act to kick in the Opening  
of the season – stay tuned.

See you around the Club.

Ashley Trebilcock
Commodore
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It has been another great year of keelboat 
racing at Sandringham Yacht Club with great 
participation and fantastic competition.

It is very pleasing that there continues to be 
strong participation across all Mercedes-Benz 
Brighton Series being Wednesday Wonders, 
Thursday Twilights, Saturday Aggregate, 
Saturday Round the Stix and Sunday Sailors  
and the Monjon One-Design Sprint Series.

With detailed race reports elsewhere in  
this edition of Off the Wind, set out here are 
information and results for our Saturday racing 
over the last 12 months, which again has had 
strong fleets, with:

• 54 yachts participating across 3 divisions  
in the 2019 Summer Aggregate,

• 46 yachts participating across 2 divisions  
in the 2019 Summer Round the Stix and

• 37 yachts participating across 2 divisions  
in the 2018 Winter Round the Stix.

The winners of our 2019 Summer Club 
Aggregate and Club Champions are:

IRC
Division 1 – Wicked (Mike and Mark Welsh)
Division 2 – INSX (Marcus Sill)
Division 3 – Watermark II  
(David Suda and Herschel Landes)

AMS
Division 1 – Joust (Rod Warren)
Division 2 – Horizon Sprint  
(Frank Hammond)
Division 3 – Watermark II  
(David Suda and Herschel Landes)

PHS
Division 1 – Dream (Robert Green)
Division 2 – Archie (Simon Bell and Jeff Sloan)
Division 3 – Primo (Steve Copley)

The winners of our 2019 Summer Round the Stix 
are:

IRC
Division A – Alibi (Dennis Hambleton)

Division B – Alchemist (Michael Manson)

AMS
Division A – Alibi (Dennis Hambleton)

Division B – Rhiannon (Lowa Paszko)

PHS
Division A – Alibi (Dennis Hambleton)

Division B – Fun & Games (Alan Edwards)

The winners of our 2018 Winter Round the Stix are:

IRC
Division A – Wicked (Mike and Mark Welsh)

Division B – Watermark II (David Suda and 
Herschel Landes)

AMS
Division A – Scarlet Runner 11 (Rob Date)

Division B – Rhiannon (Lowa Paszko)

PHS
Division A – Scarlet Runner 11 (Rob Date)

Division B – Primo (Steve Copley)

The Association Cup was run on Sunday 7 April 
and it was pleasing that SYC was successful in 
defence of this Cup against a team from Royal 
Brighton Yacht Club. The testing conditions kept 
not only the sailors on their toes but also SYC’s 
Race Management Team. We acknowledge the 
following successful SYC yacht owners and their 
crews who made up the SYC Association Cup 
team:

IRC
Wicked, Doesn’t Matter and Watermark II

AMS
Joust, Scarlet Runner 11 and Horizon Sprint.

Part of the Association Cup is the R J Green 
Memorial Trophy, which is presented to the  
best performing yacht in IRC and was won  
by Wicked. The Max Green Memorial Trophy, 
which is presented to the best performing  
yacht in AMS, was won by Scarlet Runner 11.

Organising racing at our Club involves many 
volunteers both on and off the water. This 
includes Sail Committee, which is made up of a 
great group of passionate members who work 
extremely well together and who each take on 
key portfolios in order to organise keelboat 
racing. The contribution of each member is 
amazing and we thank each of them for their 
efforts. The focus of Sail Committee is to plan, 
organise and promote keelboat racing 
programs and events which:

• benefit our members,

• maintain or improve racing standards and

• encourage growth and enjoyment in 
keelboat racing.

Fleet sailing down wind Rhiannon

Alibi

Sail Report
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Recreational Boating – where fun, social and 
boating intersect.

Our Guest Speaker Nights had great variety. 
April 2018 featured the Gordon and Franklin 
Rivers with Peter Turrell sharing his trip there. 
June saw Ian MacWilliams and George Shaw talk 
about the Melbourne to Osaka double-handed 
race. Then Andrew Allan talked about the Victoria 
Police motorboat fleet and his experiences as a 
MICA flight paramedic. In October David Kramer 
spoke about all things fishing and also shared 
some views on the future and politics of 
Victorian fishing. At this night we handed out 
the complimentary fishing ‘show bags’ to all 
entrants in the Fishing Competition. This was 
closely followed in November by Club member 
Hugh Pilsworth, who spoke about his world 
circumnavigation, including traversing the 
Panama Canal and exotic destinations. Then 
Ken Gayler gave us an ‘Evening with Alma’ in 
February – a talk about the history of the Alma 
Doepel and Ken’s eight year involvement with 
the Alma’s rebuilding.

The Fishing Competition was held at the end of 
October 2018, again in slightly windy conditions. 
Peter Turrell took out the Wayne Read Trophy 
with a 5.4 kg snapper, with honourable mentions 
to Andrew Read, Paul Liddiatt and Dean 
Weissbacher. Kate McCutcheon caught a starfish 
and Andy Lynch a banjo shark. Thirty-three boats 
with 70 odd members attended with a lunchtime 
fish cooking lesson from Kol Gemmell.

The 2018 Presentation Breakfast was more than 
sold out with 113 guests and another quiz run 
by Ross Cunningham. The major prizes in the 
raffle were a Procaffe coffee machine, an HVR 
voucher plus great hampers. Recreational Boating 
Person of the Year was awarded to Ian MacWilliams 
to great acclaim. This was announced whilst he 
was filming the presentation, so he documented 
his own victory. Ian has helped film and record 
many events and is generally a huge help in the 
Recreational Boating and the wider Sandringham 
Yacht Club community.

The Christmas party was run in the OTB area for 
the first time in years – many thanks OTB. A very 
strong turnout was treated to Christmas carols 
from the Box Hill Salvation Army – thank you 
George Shaw and we had a great barbeque, 
although we did forget to cook some of the 
hamburgers. Many thanks to the huge support 
from the SYC staff. The raffle was well supported 
with hampers, wine glasses and decanter, wine 
and cheese wheels among the prizes.

Unfortunately our next event, the Summer 
Raft-Up and Picnic had to be cancelled due to 
15 to 20 knot winds.

The April 2018 Cruise in Company (CIC) to 
Docklands also got the chop due to gale-force 
winds that blew across the city for the Friday 

and Saturday we had planned to go. Instead  
we had a dinner in the Members’ Bar on the 
Saturday night.

The next CIC on the 2018 November Cup 
weekend, was to Balmoral Marina in Geelong 
and then to Wyndham Harbour near Werribee 
River. The Saturday leg to Geelong was 
cancelled due to a stiff on-the-nose breeze  
and naturally, this led to an enthusiastic debate 
about the relative merits of powerboats versus 
yachts. Pontoon D saw a very enthusiastic get 
together at Wyndham Harbour and the next 
day 32 thirsty members had lunch and wine 
tasting at Shadowfax Winery. The annual ‘Boat 
Name Contest’, which is a short story or poem 
containing all CIC participating boat names, had 
entries from most boats. Several entertaining 
efforts were disqualified with material 
unsuitable for distribution. Lauraine McDonald, 
from Mark Sutherland’s Vive La Vie, was judged 
the winner. George Shaw announced to the 
fleet he was going to bed by playing his 
trumpet. Most of us were drenched in the 
return to SYC on Cup Day.

Cruise in Company Sunset

Wyndham Harbour

Kate and Dave McCutcheon – Winners SYC Cup

Recreational Boating Report

State and National Champions 
2018 – 2019

2019 J24 National Champion
By The Lee

Brendan Lee

2019 Optimist State Champion Open Fleet
Matty Goss 

Australian Fireball Champions
Not Your Average Rockstars

Heather Macfarlane and Chris Payne 

2019 J111 National Champion 
Joust 

Rod Warren
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2019 Optimist State Champion Green Fleet
Lottie Griffith
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We see all race days, whether it be Wednesday 
afternoon, Thursday evening, Saturday or Sunday, 
to be of equal importance and we aim to improve 
the quality and racing standard for all our race days.

Our overriding objective is to provide members 
with great keelboat racing. To deliver this, there 
are two groups which Sail Committee would 
like to acknowledge and thank, as their efforts 
and contribution are critical to the success of 
keelboat racing at SYC. Firstly, there is our 
fantastic Race Management, who are just so 
critical to the success of every race day. As a 
Club we are very lucky to have such a large 
group of volunteers across all spectrums from 
experienced to just learning, who all contribute 
to the success of our keelboat racing program. 
This includes International, National, State and 
Club qualified persons, as well as a host of 
volunteers willing to do a broad range of things. 
The other group is our team in the Boating 
Office, who do such a great job over so many 
areas of our keelboat racing program and who 
provide so much help to our members. Led by 
our Sailing Manager, James Sly, there is Maddie 
Commins, Julia Hendrickson and new to the 
team, Juliet Schilling, who are also supported by 
Michael Reinehr, Russell Tyson (Tug) and Ricky 
Deghi, who each undertake a range of roles.

I would also like to acknowledge the 

tremendous support we receive from our 
keelboat naming rights sponsor, Mercedes-Benz 
Brighton. Thank you to Geoff Quirk and his 
passionate team whose ongoing support is 
instrumental and invaluable.

In terms of ongoing challenges, on-water safety 
remains to be a key issue for all within SYC, but 
one key safety measure that we wish to thank  
all members for successfully implementing, is 
the crew sign-on requirement within the 
MemberPoint App. Not only do we now know 
who is on the water, but we are also able to 
access critical contact information for each 
person, should it be needed. This is a significant 
improvement from a safety perspective.

Although we may not get everything right,  
we can assure members that Sail Committee, 
Race Management and the Boating Office are  
all trying very hard to deliver the best keelboat 
racing on Port Phillip.

As we are constantly striving for improvement, 
Sail Committee is really keen to receive SYC 
member feedback and suggestions as to where 
improvements can be made or where change 
could be considered. Accordingly, we look forward 
to receiving your feedback and suggestions.

Daniel Edwards
Sail Club Captain

Fun & Games Scarlet Runner 11 Watermark II

Doesn’t Matter

Primo

Association Cup Team
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Kol’s Kitchen Sandringham Yacht Club’s Executive Chef, Kol Gemmell  
shares an easy, healthy dish which is very popular  
with today’s health and fitness conscious.

Okonomiyaki
Ingredients
Batter
• 225 grams okonomiyaki flour

• 225 grams self-raising flour

• 4 eggs

• 560 mls water

• 1 cube chicken stock

Vegetables to add to the batter 
(plus any of your choice)
• Shredded cabbage

• Matchstick carrot

• Spring onion

Sauce
• Okonomiyaki or barbeque sauce 

(purchased)

• Japanese mayonnaise 
(purchased)

Method
1. Mix the okonomiyaki flour with 

the sifted self-raising flour.

2. Mix in the eggs and gradually  
add the water until it becomes  
a smooth consistency.

3. Stir the cabbage, carrot and 
spring onions into the batter.

4. Carefully pour the batter flat  
into a heated flat pan.

5. The self-raising flour will make it 
rise so try not to over-fill the pan.

6. Cook on a low to medium heat. 
Turn over the pancakes with a 
metal spatula when the surface  
of the pancake starts to bubble.

7. Cook until crisp and light golden 
brown.

8. To ensure they are cooked 
through, use a pair of tongs and 
gently push in the centre of the 
pancake – it springs back when 
cooked.

Makes approximately 10 portions. 
Cut into quarters and place on the 
plate. Swiftly squeeze mayonnaise 
diagonally across the pancake in 
lots of thin strands. Repeat with 
okonomiyaki sauce on the other 
diagonal and garnish with chives.

P R I N T  &  O N L I N E  D E S I G N

‘Off the Wind’ is proudly  
designed by Privaro Design.

For all your visual communication needs,  
call 0408 159 355 or visit privaro.com.au
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PUBLICATION
  OVERVIEW

SYC is situated on the foreshore of Port Phillip Bay. 
Offering world class sailing facilities, year round sporting 
and social events, exceptional dining rooms, 360 berth 
floating marina, boating academy, waterfront support 
services and a modern clubhouse.

SYC members and their guests enjoy a lively club 
atmosphere thanks to year round industry events, 
boating activities and sailing regattas. Members  
are affluent, progressive and aspirational.

Off the Wind delivers the latest, most relevant information 
on race results, events, membership, sailing equipment 
and general club life updates.

Published annually, Off the Wind is distributed to the  
SYC Membership and stakeholders in hard copy or 
electronically. It is also issued to SYC annual intake  
of 200 + New Members as well as being made available 
throughout the year in SYC Clubhouse. The hard copy  
is published in high quality gloss stock. The electronic 
version is available as a pdf and easily viewed or 
downloaded from syc.com.au. 

Off the Wind is reflective of the exclusivity of the Club  
and the marquee brands of our clients. 

• High-end market

• Broad cross-section of business people

• Clubhouse and its facilities are world class

• Reviews past season

• Distribution Australia wide.

Off the Wind is the official journal of the Sandringham Yacht Club  
and provides our clients with direct and exclusive access to over 2,800 
members, associates and guests of Victoria’s premier yacht club.

Key Facts “Sandringham Yacht Club is the 
premier yacht club in Victoria 

and has been in operation 
for over 100 years, offering 

excellent facilities, very active 
year round boating and social 
programs and in a wonderful 

location complimented by 
resources to ensure that your 
needs are met both on water 

and land.”
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RATE CARD, DIMENSIONS & DEADLINES  

SIZE HEIGHT x WIDTH MEMBER + SPONSOR 
RATE ex GST

NON MEMBER RATE 
ex GST

Eighth Page 63 x 89 mm $315 $345

Quarter Page Horizontal 63 x 181 mm $390 $430

Quarter Page Vertical 131 x 89 mm $390 $430

Half Page 131 x 181 mm $675 $740

Full Page 297 x 210 mm $1,350 $1,485

Inside Front Cover 297 x 210 mm $1,610 $1,770

Inside Back Cover 297 x 210 mm $1,610 $1,770

Outside Back Cover 297 x 210 mm $2,130 $2,345

Double Page Spread 297 x 429 mm $2,350 $2,585

*All rates include full colour.

EDITION BOOKING DEADLINE ARTWORK DEADLINE DISTRIBUTION DATE

2020 1 May 2020 1 June 2020 early July 2020

*If you don’t have existing artwork, please see page 4 of the Media Kit for ad creation service from Privaro Design.

VISUAL GUIDE 

HALF PAGE
131 x 181mm

QUARTER PAGE 
VERTICAL
131 x 89mm

QUARTER PAGE 
HORIZONTAL

63 x 181mm

EIGHTH PAGE
63 x 89mm
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ARTWORK 
SPECIFICATIONS

COLOURS

• Process CMYK for full colour, greyscale or black & white  
for mono reproduction.  

• No PMS or spot colours. 

• Images requiring colour correction may be rejected.  

• Black solids should include 40% cyan.  

• Total ink weight should not exceed 300%.  

• For accurate colour reproduction, all material  
must be accompanied by a digital proof.  

• No responsibility will be taken for print colour reproduction 
when a proof is not supplied.

IMAGE RESOLUTION

• All images must be 300dpi at 100% scaling.

• Low res images will not be accepted. 

TYPE FORMATS

• Type should be no smaller than 8pt.  

• Reversed type should be 10pt or larger.

• All fonts embedded and/or outlined.  

• No ‘TrueType’ fonts will be accepted.  

• Register and Trim marks must appear on all files.

• Minimum 3mm bleed where required.

ACCEPTABLE MEDIA

• Please supply print ready PDF with 3mm bleed and crop 
marks, ensure all fonts are outlined, any spot colours and 
images to be converted to CMYK (no PMS Colours).  

• Ensure file is labelled with your business name along with type 
of ad booked. eg. Businessname_halfpageAdv.pdf.  

• All adverts to be emailed to: naomi.smith@syc.com.au 

• Anything adverts over 5Mb please use an online file sharing 
website  ‘Dropbox’, please contact Naomi Smith for login details. 
Alternatively, mail a CD or USB to ‘Sandringham Yacht Club’.

ADVERTISING & DESIGN 
ENQUIRIES

EDITORIAL

Editorial can be submitted for consideration, please email  
naomi.smith@syc.com.au or ceo@syc.com.au

Subject to editor’s discretion.  Acceptance of an article does not 
guarantee publication.

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES

For all advertising enquiries please call Naomi Smith  
or Richard Hewett, Sandringham Yacht Club

P: (03) 9599 0999

E: naomi.smith@syc.com.au or ceo@syc.com.au

W: syc.com.au

DESIGN ENQUIRIES

For all print design enquiries please contact :

Nick Richards 
Director 
Privaro Design

M: 0408 159 355 
E: nick@privaro.com.au 
www.privaro.com.au

DISCLAIMER

While we may verify that advertising material is within our 
specifications, it is the responsibility of the client/agency to supply 
correct material.  It is also a requirement that the material must 
be delivered on time so quality checking procedures can take 
place.  Late and/or incorrect materials are liable to incur additional 
production charges.  

Sandringham Yacht Club reserves the right to refuse any advertising 
material that is in conflict of any Club stakeholder and the right 
to refuse any advertising material that does not meet our print 
specifications.
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