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Policy 26 – Marine VHF Radio 

Background 

An incident occurred during the 2018 Association Cup, an annual interclub keelboat 
challenge between Victorian keelboat clubs held on Port Phillip. The race was held 
on Sunday 15 April 2018 and Sandringham Yacht Club (SYC), was the organising 
authority. During the first race, one of the competing boats from RYCV, ‘Top Gun,’ 
an Adams 10 had a MOB (man overboard) and after being retrieved from the water, 
tragically he could not be resuscitated.  

The SYC General Committee immediately thereafter resolved to hold an 
Independent Review into the incident and in doing so, the general conduct of on 
water events at SYC. The review of SYC safety procedures saw the Review Panel 
make seventeen (17) recommendations. The seventeenth such recommendation 
was titled “Improvements in radio communication”.  

This policy implements that recommendation. 

Marine Radio (VHF) 

1.  SYC Members are reminded that the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA), under the Radio communications Act 1992, require 
operators of marine radios on vessels to hold a relevant Australian marine radio 
operator's qualification or an equivalent overseas qualification. For the 
operation of VHF radios this means holding one of the following qualifications –  

a.  LROCP (Long Range Operator Certificate of Proficiency, covers VHF and 
MF/HF equipment), 

b.  SROCP (Short Range Operator VHF Certificate of Proficiency, covers 
VHF equipment only), 

c.  AWQ (Australian Waters Qualification, covers VHF operation within 
Australian Territorial Waters only), 

2.  SYC Skippers are reminded of SYC Sailing Instruction Clause 27 requiring that: 

“All boats shall carry a VHF radio, and maintain a listening watch on VHF 77, 
unless otherwise advised, and on standby for distress on VHF 16. The call 
sign of Sandringham Yacht Club Tower is ‘Sandringham Tower’. For boat 
starts, the call sign for Race Control will be the name of the race control 
vessel”. 

3. The SYC OWSC requires that Skippers & Radio Operators: 

a. Hold the relevant radio operator’s qualification. 

b. Regularly refresh themselves in the operation of VHF marine radio.  

c. Have a quick reference VHF operation & emergency procedure guide 
(sticker, laminated flip card or the like) available in close proximity to the 
boat VHF radio at all times. For further information refer to: 
www.acma.gov.au., 

d. Conduct regular radio checks to ensure the clear operation of the VHF 
radio. 
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e. Have effective speakers fitted in the cockpit or companionway for fitted 
VHF radios and/or carry a waterproof hand-held VHF radio in the cockpit 
at all times. 

 


