
 

A grey mist on the sea’s face, and a light breeze blowing 

Wednesday Wonders Race 18 Winter Series 2017 
(2/8/2017) 

A record race for female skippers. Race 18 will 

be remembered by at least 2 women for their 

best results. Sm214 BLUE TACK was first to 

cross the finish line at 16:23:40. This was just 

under 2 mins in front of second.  She started 29th 

off 42mins and was 11 seconds late. By No 4 she 

was 19th and in the next 37 mins led the fleet 

across the line. Andrew will need to buy a wide 

angle (or is it angel? ) lens if he is going to 

capture Karen’s winning smile.  I am not sure 

that the handicapper is pleased with Blue Tack’s 

score of a 1st, 2nd and 3rd in this series…so I 

won’t mention it. I think there should be a least 

one coloured yacht in the top ten just to prove 

the club does not discriminate against women 

coloured yachts.  

 

The forecast for Race 18 was: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The actual wind recorded was: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Second place for Sm367 LEBROK was a celebration for Theo 

Korbel, who returned to Wednesday Wonders after a short break. 

I think Theo’s return also meant that Lebrok flew its newer sails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third, just over a minute later, was Sm701 SYC 

MELTEMI, her best place since a 4th in race 14.  After 

starting 20th off  30mins,  she lost 24 seconds at the start 

but she made her move early and was 7th around No 4 just 

6 mins off first. At the shortened finish she had reduced 

this time to just 3:1mins 

 

 

 

 

 

The second female skipper to score her best result since a first in Race 5 in the summer series, was 

MIDNIGHT MAGIC.  She crossed the start line 20 seconds late after a 1 min handicap, and trying to sort 

out the AP flags and the revised timing.  Midnight finished 11th just 8 ½ mins behind Blue Tack and 14 

seconds behind FOGGY DEW.  M&M is 37th in the winter series.   

 

 

Some would have liked a 10 added to Course 8 to make Course 18 which has 

short legs.  The race was a bit too close to not getting finished due to the time 

expiring, but thanks to 8 yachts who finished before 4:30, the whole fleet was 

able to cross the line and complete the race within the time limit.  

 

Just one yacht did not score a result. BRANNEW misjudged her run along the 

start line and, avoiding other yachts who were starting, managed to score a 

record early start of 9:48mins which earned her a DNS. 

 

 

 

 

Some of the early print outs from race 18 were not quite correct.  

BON VIVANT was recorded as a DNF. This may not seem a 

large error but adjusting Bon Vivant to the correct score meant 

that Russell Keays will fly the yellow flag for Race 19 as the 

leader of the series.  She was equal 14th scoring 14.5.  Russell  has 

only had one podium but two 4th places.   

Mark suggests that being a smaller yacht, if she was painted a 

bright colour she would be more easily distinguished. 

 



Second place in the series, just ½ a point behind, is WHITE NOISE who scored another 9th place, (ie two 

9ths in a row).  She has an average of finishing 8th.  CASSANDRA has slipped into 3rd place just 5 points 

away from first with a 24th this race that contributed to her score. 

 

Getting a mention by Mark in these reports does have one draw back as Mark was reminded by the 

handicapper that some yachts who are doing well are upsetting his aim that “every yacht should have a 

chance at finishing last.” 

 

Half way through the race at No 4, the top ten yachts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The figures above prove sailors’ theories about this race.   

Mark would welcome what these figures prove. 

Notes to help you: The first yacht passed No 4 at 15:19:56, and the 10th at 15:27:49. 

At the start of the race the yachts were spread 1hr:01min 

At Number 4 the spread was 28:50 mins. 

At the finish line the fleet was spread over 31:19 mins (I think this figure in theory should be smaller) 

 

Mark wonders:  

* Should late starts give the option to the Officer of the Day to adjust the finish time and provide a better    

chance to complete a race. 

* If the OD can change the start time why not the finish time?  They have access to the BOM etc. to check if 

conditions are suitable. 

* Should short legs be used for light days. Not all sailors are tall! 

* Do WW really enjoy sailing long legs that do not require the crew to do much and reduce down the 

number of decisions skippers have to make about sailing?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these conditions you should watch out for whirlwinds and whirl pools. Guess which boat had whirlpools? 

 



 

The handicap changes are listed below.  It is not an easy chart to fill in.   

Check your handicaps at the Wailing Wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Video of the week 

A short video of heritage wooden yachts starting a race in the USA  click  or paste the link below. 
Thanks to Off Centre Harbour.com   
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/videos/2012-eggemoggin-reach-regatta-aboard-vortex-steve-

white/?awt_l=Bg3l.&awt_m=3iLlPZFF8mLlI9k 

 

 

 

Do WW really enjoy sailing long legs that do not require the crew to do much and reduce down the number 

of decision skippers have to make about sailing?   I think this photo supports the case for not opting for long 

legs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some words from the WATCH TOWER: 
If a boat finish line is used in a race, before you jump up and down about presentation time being late 

remember that ….. the race sheets etc. still have to be filled out in the tower, raffle tickets to be sold, and 

yachts have a chance to pack up and get up to the bar….It all takes time. 

 

Food guide..  This week is a menu for Christmas Day 1924 on the bque GARTHNEILL 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.offcenterharbor.com/videos/2012-eggemoggin-reach-regatta-aboard-vortex-steve-white/?awt_l=Bg3l.&awt_m=3iLlPZFF8mLlI9k
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/videos/2012-eggemoggin-reach-regatta-aboard-vortex-steve-white/?awt_l=Bg3l.&awt_m=3iLlPZFF8mLlI9k
http://www.offcenterharbor.com/videos/2012-eggemoggin-reach-regatta-aboard-vortex-steve-white/?awt_l=Bg3l.&awt_m=3iLlPZFF8mLlI9k


 

This week’s quiz 

Do you know the name of this yacht?  It seemed like it was in race 18, but it could have been a Brighton 

yacht that got lost.  Please advise Mark.  We do know that it is not Firefox even though it has the same sail 

number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Bruce Parry and a few other Papa art seas for assistance this week and to the race Management, 

and the watch Tower people. 

More tips on cooking at sea next week.  Any comments or questions or answers please email  

MARK WINDWARD     mailto:mark-windward@live.com.au 
 
You are advised not to read on… 
 

Why does the Norwegian navy have bar codes on the side of their ships? 

So that when the ships come back into port they can Scandinavian! 

 

mailto:mark-windward@live.com.au

