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The sea remained flat, the sky was overcast but the showers stayed away contributing to a 
chilly but enjoyable sail. With the forecast 15 to 20 knot south easterlies not appearing until 
about 1700, course 16 was shortened allowing all of the 30 yachts to cross the finish line at 
16:28:06.  
The fleet sailed the 4-leg course in a southerly breeze that averaged around 7 knots for the 
afternoon. The first and last legs of the course a beat, whilst the second and third legs were a 
reach, although some yachts sailed the second leg as a run.  
 
The result saw 3 yachts normally amongst the slowest 40% of the fleet making their way into 
fastest 40% of the fleet to record podium finishes. This was possibly the first time in the history 
of Wednesday Wonders that a race was won by a J24 - GUN BOAT (Bruce Alexander). This 
was her first podium finish in 12 attempts this series. 
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GUN BOAT started the race with her lowest handicap of the 
series from 9th place, 11 seconds late for her 22-minute 
start. She started 1 minute 59 seconds behind the S80 BON 
VIVANT (Russell Keays) and these two yachts were in close 
proximity to each other for most parts of the race.  
However, it was GUN BOAT that was first across the finish 
line at 15:45:43 beating BON VIVANT by 56 seconds in a 
momentous win. She was not overtaken by anyone and had 
an elapsed time of 1:53:43 – the 8th fastest of the race. GUN 
BOAT has completed 12 races and recorded 5 top ten and 
one podium finish.  
She is currently 3rd in the aggregate with a total of 49 points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crossing the line in 2nd place at 15:46:39 was BON VIVANT to 
record her 2nd podium finish of the series. Both have been in light 
winds.  
She started the race from 6th place 12 seconds late for a 20 
minute handicap. BON VIVANT had a good race sailing with an 
elapsed time of 1:56:39 the 13th fastest time of the race.  
A significant achievement for one of the smaller (26 feet) yachts 
in the fleet. BON VIVANT has completed 6 races this series and 
is 26th in the aggregate with 98 points.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The S&S 39 MAGIC  
(Phil Spry Bailey) has completed 13 races this 
series. In the first 12 races she has been about 20th 
in the list of fastest elapsed times.  
In race 16 she excelled herself recording the 7th 
fastest time of 1:51:24. MAGIC started the race from 
13th place 9 seconds late for a 26 minute handicap. 
She improved her start position by 10 places to 
finish in 3rd place at 15:47:24 – 45 seconds behind 
BON VIVANT.  
MAGIC is 2nd in the aggregate on 48 points. 
 



 
The Beneteau 367 PRIMO (Steve Copley) won Start of the 
Day only 2 seconds late for her 38-minute handicap. She is 
the second yacht to win start of the day twice this series 
following her win in race 13.  
It is another Beneteau 367 – LEBROK (Theo Korbel) that has 
also recorded 2 wins in the series. With a median start time of 
12 seconds this was one of the better starts this series. All but 
one yacht started within 45 seconds or less of their handicaps. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On paper the 30 yachts started 54 minutes apart and finished 42 minutes 23 seconds apart. 
However, if the last two yachts to finish the race are discounted then the gap at the finish drops 
down to 21 minutes 25 seconds. A time difference that could make the handicapper happier. 
 

 
 
 
Only four yachts that were amongst the first half of the fleet to start the race had improved their 
positions by the finish. Only 3 yachts that were amongst the last to start failed to finish in a 
better position. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
The Beneteau First 50 CARPE DIEM (Paul Commins) 
recorded the fastest elapsed time of 1:35:59 for the race. 
This was 3 minutes 20 seconds faster than PUBLIC BAR 
(Clive Sondheim) who sailed the second fastest time.  
The average elapsed time was 2 hours and 46 seconds 
with half the fleet enjoying a sail of 2 or more hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following graph plots the yacht length against the average elapsed time of yachts that have 
completed 6 or more races this series. As probably expected the trend is for a longer yacht to 
have a shorter elapsed time. However, the graph shows that there are exceptions to the rule 
some yachts sailing faster than their length might suggest and vice versa. The correlation 
coefficient is -0.61. 

 

 
Marks Murmurings:  Mark would like to make clear that the following are:  said by no-one, or it 
might be likely someone might say something like it, and are not quoting anyone in particular. 
Any resemblance to any person living or deceased could be just coincidental. 
 

At least we got in front of the red boat at last. 
In this race the wind was definitely a restless wind and would not stay in the one 
direction.   Little shifts the entire race. 

  It took us 4 tacks to get to Number 5 but we made up 12min on the yacht in front. 
We never had the chance to even look over our shoulders. 

  If you were not watching the wind, you could easily find your sails backwinded. 
Having two wheels on a yacht is confusing. I am not sure which way I should be going.  
You can’t just nudge the boat up on lifts.  
 

Is it true that if you want to turn left you have to turn using the left wheel, and vice versa? 
Did you hear the cheer that went up from the leading yacht when a shortened course 
was announced? With only a narrow lead to the peloton a longer race would have seen 
them caught. 
The two leading yachts were playing so many games with each other I thought they 
would lose their lead rounding the no.3 mark. 
 

Mark would like to confirm that it is just a rumour that skippers will have to fill out form 52 A 
which advised the handicapper if there is a change in the skipper, or the skipper is on leave, or 
has returned from holiday.   This form was to be filled out and lodged with the sailing office 3 
days prior to the race so handicaps could be adjusted and may have included noting the 
removal of weight from any craft, change of colour roof, hull, and hull scrubs prior to the race. 



 
 
 
Fast Feet. There are 3 different tables: Average Elapsed Time, Average Elapsed, Aggregate 
Average Yacht Speed. 
 

FAST FEET ELAPSED AGGREGATE 

YACHT AVERAGE 15 16 

WICKED 2 1 3 

FUN AND GAMES 2 2  

CARPE DIEM 2 3 1 

INSX 4 4  

CONQUEST 5 6 4 

WIND SPEED 5 5 5 

PUBLIC BAR 6 10 2 

WHITE NOISE 7 7  

PRIMO 8.5 8 9 

MORE NOISE 9 9  

MY WAY 11  11 

BACARDI 11 11  

THE SECRETARY 11.5 17 6 

BON VIVANT 13  13 

BARNSTORMER 13 13  

FAST COMPANY 13.5 12 15 

BELLABLU 14 14  

MAGIC 15 23 7 

ULUWATU 15 20 10 

MYUNA 15.5 15 16 

SECOND NATURE 16.5 19 14 

FORZADO 16.5 16 17 

BABYDOLL 18 18 18 

GUN BOAT 19 30 8 

TEQUILA 19.5 27 12 

ESPRIT 20  20 

WHITE POINTER 21 21 21 

SALT WHISTLE 22  22 

CAVALIER 22 25 19 

VANTAGE 22 22  

JOHNNY B. GOODE 24  24 

LEBROK 24 24  

SURI 25.5 28 23 

FIREFOX 26 26  

FOGGY DEW 27 29 25 

ADAGIO 28  28 

MOANA 30 31 29 

PHOENIX 30 34 26 

PIPPA 30 33 27 

MIDNIGHT MAGIC 31 32 30 



 
 
 
 
 
FAST FEET AVERAGE SPEED 

YACHT AVERAGE 15 16 

FUN AND GAMES 5.24 5.24  

INSX 5.12 5.12  

WHITE NOISE 5.04 5.04  

MORE NOISE 4.94 4.94  

BACARDI 4.85 4.85  

BARNSTORMER 4.82 4.82  

BELLABLU 4.80 4.80  

WICKED 4.62 5.45 3.78 

CARPE DIEM 4.56 5.18 3.94 

CONQUEST 4.42 5.07 3.77 

VANTAGE 4.40 4.40  

WIND SPEED 4.40 5.07 3.73 

LEBROK 4.38 4.38  

PUBLIC BAR 4.35 4.90 3.81 

FIREFOX 4.29 4.29  

PRIMO 4.15 4.98 3.31 

THE SECRETARY 4.12 4.73 3.50 

FAST COMPANY 4.01 4.83 3.19 

MYUNA 3.96 4.79 3.12 

ULUWATU 3.94 4.56 3.31 

FORZADO 3.92 4.74 3.11 

SECOND NATURE 3.90 4.58 3.22 

MAGIC 3.89 4.39 3.39 

BABYDOLL 3.82 4.60 3.04 

TEQUILA 3.76 4.26 3.27 

WHITE POINTER 3.73 4.53 2.93 

CAVALIER 3.68 4.36 3.00 

GUN BOAT 3.65 3.97 3.32 

SURI 3.48 4.08 2.87 

FOGGY DEW 3.42 4.04 2.80 

MOANA 3.32 3.90 2.73 

MY WAY 3.27  3.27 

PIPPA 3.26 3.75 2.77 

PHOENIX 3.25 3.73 2.78 

BON VIVANT 3.24  3.24 

MIDNIGHT MAGIC 3.10 3.75 2.44 

ESPRIT 2.95  2.95 

SALT WHISTLE 2.92  2.92 

JOHNNY B. GOODE 2.87  2.87 

ADAGIO 2.76  2.76 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAST FEET AVERAGE ELAPSED TIME 

YACHT AVERAGE 15 16 

WICKED 1:43:54 1:47:52 1:39:55 

CARPE DIEM 1:44:45 1:53:31 1:35:59 

CONQUEST 1:48:08 1:56:05 1:40:11 

WIND SPEED 1:48:42 1:56:01 1:41:23 

PUBLIC BAR 1:49:38 1:59:57 1:39:19 

FUN AND GAMES 1:52:16 1:52:16  

INSX 1:54:53 1:54:53  

MY WAY 1:55:27  1:55:27 

PRIMO 1:56:03 1:58:02 1:54:04 

THE SECRETARY 1:56:07 2:04:11 1:48:04 

WHITE NOISE 1:56:34 1:56:34  

BON VIVANT 1:56:39  1:56:39 

MORE NOISE 1:58:57 1:58:57  

FAST COMPANY 2:00:10 2:01:47 1:58:32 

BACARDI 2:01:20 2:01:20  

ULUWATU 2:01:35 2:08:51 1:54:19 

MYUNA 2:01:51 2:02:39 2:01:03 

BARNSTORMER 2:02:00 2:02:00  

BELLABLU 2:02:37 2:02:37  

MAGIC 2:02:43 2:14:02 1:51:24 

SECOND NATURE 2:02:55 2:08:24 1:57:25 

FORZADO 2:02:56 2:04:10 2:01:42 

BABYDOLL 2:06:12 2:07:52 2:04:32 

TEQUILA 2:06:54 2:18:03 1:55:44 

ESPRIT 2:08:06  2:08:06 

SALT WHISTLE 2:09:28  2:09:28 

WHITE POINTER 2:09:32 2:09:55 2:09:08 

CAVALIER 2:10:31 2:14:56 2:06:07 

GUN BOAT 2:10:57 2:28:11 1:53:43 

JOHNNY B. GOODE 2:11:46  2:11:46 

VANTAGE 2:13:36 2:13:36  

LEBROK 2:14:14 2:14:14  

ADAGIO 2:17:01  2:17:01 

FIREFOX 2:17:12 2:17:12  

SURI 2:17:53 2:24:06 2:11:39 

FOGGY DEW 2:20:05 2:25:23 2:14:48 

MOANA 2:24:26 2:30:35 2:18:17 

PIPPA 2:26:35 2:36:56 2:16:13 

PHOENIX 2:26:48 2:37:38 2:15:59 

MIDNIGHT MAGIC 2:35:50 2:36:42 2:34:57 



 

Halfway award 6107 (or 6102 just in case) The Secretary. 
The Secretary, under her deputy commander, started 7 seconds late, (not as good as last 
weeks 4 seconds). She passed 8 yachts to finish halfway in 15th position 14:39mins after first 
place.  No doubt if the race had gone longer this would have changed.  This is an improvement 
of 14 places since last week. 
I hope you appreciate this detailed report George, wherever you are, as I am sure you will, as 
usual, be reading it. 
 

 
Magic with light weather crew 
 
Not all skippers throw off most of their 
spare gear and leave it on the walkway. 
Some even take on more moveable 
weight for lighter conditions.  Magic 
uses this method, and finishing in 3rd 
place it seems to have worked very well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A 1020 Separation 
Usually there is not a big gap between the  
Farr 1020’s at the end of the race,  
but in this race there was.  
 
Tequila Sm 1020 came in 4th 15:49:44  
Fast Company Sm 1022  12th 15:58:32 
Forzado Sm 7314 18th 16:01:42 
You have to be impressed that Bruce and  
Jacqui sail their yacht very competitively  
with normally just two up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Answers to Race 15 Questions 

hall-mast high - Hoisting a burgee or ensign only halfway up as a mark of respect to a 
person who has recently died. 

Handy - A vessel is said to be handy when she answers her helm quickly, and will turn in 
a small circle, or go from one tack to the other quickly. 

"Heave and rally" - An order to encourage the men to heave with energy when there is 
a difficulty in breaking the anchor out of the ground. 

Hooker - A small coasting craft. 
Irish pennants - Loose ends of ropes, hanging about a vessel's rigging or sails. 
Isogonic lines - Found on a chart, they are lines of equal magnetic variation. 
Jolly boat - A yacht's boat larger than a dinghy, and not so large as a cutter. Used by a 

merchant ship much the same as a dinghy by a yacht. 
Kamsin - A southwesterly wind, which is said to blow on the Nile for fifty days during 

March and April. 
King spoke - When the rudder is in a centered position, it is the topmost spoke of the 

steering wheel. 
Hermaphrodite hull - Usually wooden planked hull over metal ribs. 

 
Question for Race 16 
This is a print Mark purchased a while ago. Where do you think it is?  
It is taken from a steel engraving, hand painted by E Branded The print is taken from a painting 
about 1874 “after S Prout “ who came out from England and lived in Tasmania for a while 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How many more races?  
The last race for this season will be Race 26, on September 23rd.  That leaves 10 chances to 
improve your score.  It is usually that time of the series that the bigger yachts start to show their 
stuff and those that have been trying to protect their handicap show what they really can do.  
Whatever your reason for sailing there is not a much better way to spend Wednesdays. 
 
It will be a quieter race this week as More Noise, Jason Close, is going up to race at Hamilton 
Island.  I think a few skippers are due back from overseas. 
 
It could be a wet race but we have been expecting that for about the last 3 weeks. 
 
Please send your answers comments , photos and helpful advice or possible helpful advice for 

other sailors to MARK WINDWARD 

mailto:mark-windward@live.com.au?subject=Race%2016%20Winter%202015


 


